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When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas. When she
gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away. After
awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter, and
with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said, "Belike,
she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The eyes of lovely women are likened unto me;
Indeed, amongst the gardens I open many an eye..Presently a villager passed by [the pit and finding] her [alive,] carried her to his house and tended
her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the young man saw her, he loved her and besought her of herself; but she refused and
consented not to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and longing and despite prompted him to suborn a youth of the people of his village and
agree with him that he should come by night and take somewhat from his father's house and that, when he was discovered, he should say that she
was of accord with him in this and avouch that she was his mistress and had been stoned on his account in the city. So he did this and coming by
night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old man awoke and seizing the thief, bound him fast and beat him,
to make him confess. So he confessed against the woman that she had prompted him to this and that he was her lover from the city. The news was
bruited abroad and the people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I brought this
woman hither, coveting the recompense [of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is said of her and will not suffer any to hurt her.' Then he
gave her a thousand dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after which the
folk interceded for him with the old man, saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and he released him..When the folk heard his words, they
talked of letting him go; but the Persian said, 'O folk, let not his speech beguile you. This fellow is none other than a thief who knoweth how to
sing, and when he happeneth on the like of us, he is a singer.' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'this man is a stranger, and needs must we release him.'
Quoth he, 'By Allah, my heart revolteth from this fellow! Let me make an end of him with beating.' But they said, 'Thou mayst nowise do that' So
they delivered the singer from the Persian, the master of the house, and seated him amongst them, whereupon he fell to singing to them and they
rejoiced in him.."O king," answered the youth, "I hope for succour only from God, not from created beings: if He aid me, none can avail to harm
me, and if He be with me and on my side, because of the truth, who is it I shall fear, because of falsehood? Indeed, I have made my intent with God
a pure and sincere intent and have severed my expectation from the help of the creature; and whoso seeketh help [of God] findeth of his desire that
which Bekhtzeman found." Quoth the king, "Who was Bekhtzeman and what is his story?" "O king," replied the youth,.? ? ? ? ? Accuse me falsely,
cruelly entreat me; still ye are My heart's beloved, at whose hands no rigour I resent..Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning, when Amin el
Hukm cometh, have patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and when he is silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say to
thee, 'What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the two words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him
who is undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?'
And do thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath
transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou
put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces [of the crime].' When he heareth this
from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs must thou go with him to his house; but do thou say,
'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid]
and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come
also.'.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have more of thy singing.' So she smote the lute
and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:.One day, as I stood in my shop, there came up to me a woman and
stopped before me; and she as she were the full moon rising from among the stars, and the place was illumined by her light. When I saw her, I fixed
my eyes on her and stared in her face; and she bespoke me with soft speech. When I heard her words and the sweetness of her speech, I lusted after
her; and when she saw that I lusted after her, she did her occasion and promising me [to come again], went away, leaving my mind occupied with
her and fire kindled in my heart. Then I abode, perplexed and pondering my affair, whilst fire flamed in my heart, till the third day, when she came
again and I scarce credited her coming. When I saw her, I talked with her and cajoled her and courted her and strove to win her favour with speech
and invited her [to my house]; but she answered, saying, 'I will not go up into any one's house.' Quoth I, 'I will go with thee;' and she said, 'Arise
and come with me.'.? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof I do complain..? ? ? ? ? Why to
estrangement and despite inclin'st thou with the spy? Yet that a bough (14) from side to side incline (15) small wonder 'twere..Craft, Women's, ii.
287..Now this letter was written with ultramarine upon the skin of the hog-deer, the which is goodlier than parchment or paper and inclineth unto
yellow, and was to the following effect: 'From the King of Hind, before whom are a thousand elephants and on the battlements of his palace a
thousand jewels, [to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, greeting]. To proceed: (209) we send thee some small matter of presents, which do thou accept
and be to us as a brother and a friend, for that the love of thee aboundeth in our heart and we would have thee to know that we look to thee for an
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answer. Indeed, we are sharers with thee in love and fear, ceasing (210) never to do thee honour; and for a beginning, we send thee the Book of the
Quintessence of Balms and a present after the measure of that which is fallen to our lot. Indeed, this is unworthy of thy rank, but we beseech thee,
O brother, to favour us by accepting it, and peace be on thee!'.Melik (El) Ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of
Police, ii. 117..Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a
right goodly story I heard at a wedding..? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's ways still would she turn
aside..?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..The king marvelled at what he saw and questioned him of [how he came by] the knowledge of this. 'O
king,' answered the old man, 'this [kind of] jewel is engendered in the belly of a creature called the oyster and its origin is a drop of rain and it is
firm to the touch [and groweth not warm, when held in the hand]; so, when [I took the second pearl and felt that] it was warm to the touch, I knew
that it harboured some living thing, for that live things thrive not but in heat.' (209) So the king said to the cook, 'Increase his allowance.' And he
appointed to him [fresh] allowances.."Out on thee!" exclaimed the king. "How great is thy craft and thy talk! Tell me, what was their story." And
the youth said, "O king,.? ? ? ? ? The fires in my vitals that rage if I did but discover to view, Their ardour the world to consume, from the East to
the West, might avail..God, Of the Speedy Relief of, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dccoc.79. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman
cccxci.Then we sat down on the edge of the estrade and presently I espied a closet beside me; so I looked into it and my friend said to me, 'What
seest thou?' Quoth I, 'I see therein good galore and bodies of murdered folk. Look.' So he looked and said, 'By Allah, we are lost men!' And we fell
a-weeping, I and he. As we were thus, behold, there came in upon us, by the door at which we had entered, four naked men, with girdles of leather
about their middles, and made for my friend. He ran at them and dealing one of them a buffet, overthrew him, whereupon the other three fell all
upon him. I seized the opportunity to escape, what while they were occupied with him, and espying a door by my side, slipped into it and found
myself in an underground chamber, without window or other issue. So I gave myself up for lost and said, 'There is no power and no virtue save in
God the Most High, the Supreme!' Then I looked to the top of the vault and saw in it a range of glazed lunettes; so I clambered up for dear life, till I
reached the lunettes, and I distracted [for fear]. I made shift to break the glass and scrambling out through the frames, found a wall behind them. So
I bestrode the wall and saw folk walking in the road; whereupon I cast myself down to the ground and God the Most High preserved me, so that I
reached the earth, unhurt. The folk flocked round me and I acquainted them with my story..Then they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst
the drums beat and the trumpets sounded, and set out upon the homeward journey. The King of Baghdad rode forth with them and brought them
three days' journey on their way, after which he took leave of them and returned with his troops to Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and his son, they
fared on night and day and gave not over going till there abode but three days' journey between them and Yemen, when they despatched three men
of the couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint her with their return], safe and laden with spoil, bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter
of Baghdad. When the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy and she adorned El Abbas his slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he
had ten slave-girls, as they were moons, whereof his father had carried five with him to Baghdad, as hath aforetime been set out, and other five
abode with his mother. When the dromedary-posts (125) came, they were certified of the approach of El Abbas, and when the sun rose and their
standards appeared, the prince's mother came out to meet her son; nor was there great or small, old man or infant, but went forth that day to meet
the king..? ? ? ? ? Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business all; Sitting, (53) they weep for the pains of hell and still for
mercy bawl!.Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, i. 47.57. Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er
Reshid dcxlv.Then he could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the dominions of the Commander of the Faithful, under pretence of visiting
certain of his kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither acquainted any with his intent, but betook himself to the road and fared
on into the desert and the sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After awhile, he fell in with travellers intending for the land of Hind [and
journeyed with them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the cities of the land and took up his abode] in one of the lodging-places;
and there he abode a while of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself with the delight of sleep; nor was this for lack of dirhems or dinars,
but for that his mind was occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny and bemoaning himself for that the revolving sphere had turned
against him and the days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam. (160).112. Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar
dccccxli.When it was the ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and] said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is
minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest
from him?" Then they took counsel together and were of accord that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter
the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and said to her, "Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit
thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and drinking and diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The
king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he abideth on life, the talk will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on
against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And they answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me
and tell me that I am become a byword in the city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so
this talk may be estopped from us.'".So he abode in this employ, till he had sowed and reaped and threshed and winnowed, and all was sheer in his
hand and the owner appointed neither inspector nor overseer, but relied altogether upon him. Then he bethought himself and said, '_I_* misdoubt
me the owner of this grain will not give me my due; so I were better take of it, after the measure of my hire; and if he give me my due, I will restore
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him that which I have taken.' So he took of the grain, after the measure of that which fell to him, and hid it in a privy place. Then he carried the rest
to the old man and meted it out to him, and he said to him, 'Come, take [of the grain, after the measure of] thy hire, for which I agreed with thee,
and sell it and buy with the price clothes and what not else; and though thou abide with me half a score years, yet shall thou still have this wage and
I will acquit it to thee thus.' Quoth the merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I have done a foul thing in that I look it without his leave.'.65. The Loves of the
Boy and Girl at School ccclxxxv.Now she had brought to the pavilion aforetime a little brass coffer and laid it in a place whereof I knew not; so,
when the inspector of inheritances (190) came, he searched the pavilion and found the coffer, with the key in the lock. So he opened it and finding
it full of jewels and jacinths and earrings and seal-rings and precious stones, such as are not found save with kings and sultans, took it, and me with
it, and ceased not to put me to the question with beating and torment till I confessed to them the whole affair from beginning to end, whereupon
they carried me to the Khalif and I told him all that had passed between me and her; and he said to me, "O man, depart from this city, for I acquit
thee for thy valiance sake and because of thy [constancy in] keeping thy secret and thy daring in exposing thyself to death." So I arose forthright
and departed his city; and this is what befell me.'".Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i. 195..'There was once, of old time, a hawk who made himself
a nest hard by that of a locust, and the latter gloried in his neighbourhood and betaking herself to him, saluted him and said, "O my lord and chief
of the birds, indeed the nearness unto thee delighteth me and thou honourest me with thy neighbourhood and my soul is fortified with thee." The
hawk thanked her for this and there ensued friendship between them. One day, the locust said to the hawk, "O chief of the birds, how cometh it that
I see thee alone, solitary, having with thee no friend of thy kind of the birds, to whom thou mayst incline in time of easance and of whom thou
mayst seek succour in time of stress? Indeed, it is said, 'Man goeth about seeking the ease of his body and the preservation of his strength, and in
this there is nought more necessary to him than a friend who shall be the completion of his gladness and the mainstay of his life and on whom shall
be his dependence in his stress and in his ease.' Now I, albeit I ardently desire thy weal in that which beseemeth thy condition, yet am I weak [and
unable] unto that which the soul craveth; but, if thou wilt give me leave, I will seek out for thee one of the birds who shall be conformable unto thee
in thy body and thy strength." And the hawk said, "I commit this to thee and rely upon thee therein.".Wife, Firouz aad his, i. 209..? ? ? ? ? Great in
delight, beloved mine, your presence is with me; Yet greater still the miseries of parting and its bane..Presently, one of the eunuchs sat down at his
head and said to him, "Sit up, O Commander of the Faithful, and look on thy palace and thy slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the protection of
God, am I in truth Commander of the Faithful and dost thou not lie? Yesterday, I went not forth neither ruled, but drank and slept, and this eunuch
cometh to rouse me up." Then he sat up and bethought himself of that which had betided him with his mother and how he had beaten her and
entered the hospital, and he saw the marks of the beating, wherewithal the superintendant of the hospital had beaten him, and was perplexed
concerning his affair and pondered in himself, saying, "By Allah, I know not how my case is nor what is this that betideth me!".15. The Cat and the
Crow cl.So Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and
signed to her to sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife
dcccclxxx.?STORY OF THE CREDULOUS HUSBAND.Then he called his servant Aamir and said to him, "Saddle the horses." When the nurse
heard his words and indeed [she saw that] Aamir brought him the horses and they were resolved upon departure, the tears ran down upon her
cheeks and she said to him, "By Allah, thy separation is grievous to me, O solace of the eye!" Then said she, "Where is the goal of thine intent, so
we may know thy news and solace ourselves with thy report?" Quoth he, "I go hence to visit Akil, the son of my father's brother, for that he hath
his sojourn in the camp of Kundeh ben Hisham, and these twenty years have I not seen him nor he me; wherefore I purpose to repair to him and
discover his news and return hither. Then will I go hence to Yemen, if it be the will of God the Most High.".100. The Rogueries of Delileh the
Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcclvi.? ? ? ? ? Under me's a slender camel, a devourer of the waste; Those who pass a cloudlet
deem it, as it flitteth o'er the way..When the king heard this story, he said, "How like is this to our own case!" Then he bade the vizier retire to his
lodging; so he withdrew to his house and on the morrow he abode at home [till the king should summon him to his presence.].? ? ? ? ? The
dwellings, indeed, one and all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed with delight at your view;."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other
than he?" "El Akhtel et Teghlibi," (56) answered Adi; and Omar said, "He is the unbeliever who says in his verse ..." [And he repeated the
following:].Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..114. El Abbas and the King's Daughter of Baghdad dcccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and
her five Suitors dxciii.It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's village; wherefore the Sultan caused plunder the village, and they
plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy plaint to the king,
that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O woman, said I not to thee that he who doth evil shall suffer it? Indeed, the
king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed, for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs must his goods be taken.' A
man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so he went to the Sultan and acquainted him therewith, whereupon he sent and
plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the village, and his wife [and children] with him. So they went wandering in the
desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he said to her, 'Have patience, for
the issue of patience is good.'.THE SEVENTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..Then her case changed and her colour paled; and when
Shefikeh saw her mistress in this plight, she repaired to her mother and told her that the lady Mariyeh refused meat and drink. "Since when hath
this befallen her?" asked the queen, and Shefikeh answered, "Since yesterday;" whereat the queen was confounded and betaking herself to her
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daughter, that she might enquire into her case, found her as one dead. So she sat down at her head and Mariyeh opened her eyes and seeing her
mother sitting by her, sat up for shamefastness before her. The queen questioned her of her case and she said, "I entered the bath and it stupefied
me and weakened me and left an exceeding pain in my head; but I trust in God the Most High that it will cease.".Then there reigned after them an
understanding king, who was just, keen-witted and accomplished and loved stories, especially those which chronicle the doings of kings and
sultans, and he found [in the treasuries of the kings who had foregone him] these marvellous and rare and delightful stories, [written] in the thirty
volumes aforesaid. So he read in them a first book and a second and a third and [so on] to the last of them, and each book pleased him more than
that which forewent it, till he came to the end of them. Then he marvelled at that which he had read [therein] of stories and discourse and witty
traits and anecdotes and moral instances and reminiscences and bade the folk copy them and publish them in all lands and climes; wherefore their
report was bruited abroad and the people named them "The marvels and rarities of the Thousand Nights and One Night." This is all that hath come
down to us of [the history of] this book, and God is All-Knowing. (196).Presently, El Abbas looked out of the window of the saloon and saw
thereby a house of goodly ordinance, lofty of building and abounding in chambers, with two upper stories; but therein was no sign of inhabitants.
So he said to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in doing us honour; but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy victual till thou tell me what is the reason
of the emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord," answered the other, "that was El Ghitrif's house and he was admitted to the mercy of God (79) and
left none other heir than myself; so it became mine, and by Allah, if thou hast a mind to sojourn in Baghdad, do thou take up thine abode in this
house, so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood; for that indeed my heart inclineth unto thee with love and I would have thee never absent from my
sight, so I may still have my fill of thee and hearken to thy speech." El Abbas thanked him and said to him, "Indeed, thou art friendly in thy speech
and exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse, and needs must I sojourn in Baghdad. As for the house, if it like thee, I will abide therein; so take of
me its price.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story dccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou
wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my side..The old man kissed his hand and went away; whereupon quoth Er Reshid to him, 'O Ishac,
who is yonder man and what is his occasion?' 'O my lord,' answered the other, 'this is a man called Said the Slave-dealer, and he it is who buyeth us
slave-girls and mamelukes. (169) He avoucheth that with him is a fair [slave-girl, a] lutanist, whom he hath withheld from sale, for that he could
not fairly sell her till he had shown her to me.' 'Let us go to him,' said the Khalif,'so we may look on her, by way of diversion, and see what is in the
slave-dealer's barrack of slave-girls.' And Ishac answered, 'Commandment belongeth to God and to the Commander of the Faithful.' Then he went
on before them and they followed in his track till they came to the slave-dealer's barrack and found it high of building and spacious of continence,
with sleeping-cells and chambers therein, after the number of the slave-girls, and folk sitting upon the benches..After that, there appeared a queen,
never saw eyes a goodlier than she nor than her attributes; she was clad in rich raiment, embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a
crown set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening
her, right and left, and she among them as she were the moon on the night of its full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She
gave not over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on her in amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to
her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before her..? ? ? ? ? His sides the tamarisk's slenderness deride, so lithe they are,
Whence for conceit in his own charms still drunken doth he fare..Semmak (Ibn es) and Er Reshid, i. 195..? ? ? ? ? y. The Debauchee and the
Three-year-old Child dcv.? ? ? ? ? His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay: Of those that him did visit she was, as sick he lay..By Allah,
but that I trusted that I should meet you again, ii. 266..Men and our Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..As I was passing one day in the market, I found
that a thief had broken into the shop of a money-changer and taken thence a casket, with which he had made off to the burial-grounds. So I
followed him thither [and came up to him, as] he opened the casket and fell a-looking into it; whereupon I accosted him, saying, "Peace be on
thee!" And he was startled at me. Then I left him and went away from him..Pious Woman accused of Lewdness, The, ii. 5..So they carried him into
the city and hid him with them. Moreover, they agreed with a company of the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman,
and acquainted them with this; whereat they rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made a covenant
and handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon the enemy at unawares and slew him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of his
kingship. And his affairs prospered and God amended his estate and restored His bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in the
obedience of the Most High. On this wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "he with whom God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought
but good. As for me, I have no helper other than God, and I am content to submit myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of my
intent.".? ? ? ? ? "Be thou not hard of heart," quoth I. Had ye but deigned To visit me in dreams, I had been satisfied..Affairs, Of Looking to the
Issues of, i. 80..Then he wept till he wet his gray hairs and the king was moved to compassion for him and granted him that which he sought and
vouchsafed him that night's respite..The merchant believed her and she took leave of him and went away, leaving in his heart a thousand regrets,
for that the love of her had gotten possession of him and he knew not how he should win to her; wherefore he abode enamoured, love-distraught,
unknowing if he were alive or dead. As soon as she was gone, he shut his shop and going up to the Court, went in to the Chief Cadi and saluted
him. The magistrate returned his salutation and entreated him with honour and seated him by his side. Then said Alaeddin to him, "I come to thee, a
suitor, seeking thine alliance and desiring the hand of thy noble daughter." "O my lord merchant," answered the Cadi, "indeed my daughter
beseemeth not the like of thee, neither sorteth she with the goodliness of thy youth and the pleasantness of thy composition and the sweetness of
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thy discourse;" but Alaeddin rejoined, saying, "This talk behoveth thee not, neither is it seemly in thee; if I be content with her, how should this irk
thee?" So they came to an accord and concluded the treaty of marriage at a dower precedent of five purses (257) paid down then and there and a
dower contingent of fifteen purses, (258) so it might be uneath unto him to put her away, forasmuch as her father had given him fair warning, but
he would not be warned..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE..When the king heard this, he could not contain himself,
but rushed in upon them and said to them, 'Out on you! What did ye? Tell me.' And they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye would have
pardon from God and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth, for nothing shall save you from me but truth-speaking.' So they prostrated
themselves before him and said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this gold and taught us to lie against Abou Teman, so thou mightest put him
to death, and what we said was their words.' When the king heard this, he plucked at his beard, till he was like to tear it up by the roots and bit upon
his fingers, till he well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance and sorrow that he had wrought hastily and had not delayed with Abou Temam,
so he might look into his affair..? ? ? ? ? And scatter musk on him and ambergris, so long As time endures; for this is all my wish and care..To
return to the king's daughter of whom the prince went in quest and on whose account he was slain. She had been used to look out from the top of
her palace and gaze on the youth and on his beauty and grace; so she said to her slave-girl one day, 'Harkye! What is come of the troops that were
encamped beside my palace?' Quoth the maid, 'They were the troops of the youth, the king's son of the Persians, who came to demand thee in
marriage, and wearied himself on thine account, but thou hadst no compassion on him.' 'Out on thee!' cried the princess. 'Why didst thou not tell
me?' And the damsel answered, 'I feared thy wrath.' Then she sought an audience of the king her father and said to him, 'By Allah, I will go in quest
of him, even as he came in quest of me; else should I not do him justice.'.When the morning morrowed, they found themselves reduced to a fourth
part of their number and there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of destruction and Hudheifeh came out
between the ranks (now he was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters of Baghdad! Let none come forth to
me but your Amir, so I may talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will meet him, and may he who is void of
offence come off safe!" Then he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an answer?" But Saad, the amir of the army
of Baghdad, [replied not to him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon him to single combat..WP="BR1">.10.
Women's Craft cxcv-cc.When the company heard this story, they marvelled thereat with the utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was
the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and there befell me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than
this..9. Kemerezzeman and Budour ccxviii.Here Queen Es Shuhba bade them farewell and taking her troops, returned to her palace, whilst the
kings also went away to their abodes and the Sheikh Aboultawaif addressed himself to divert Tuhfeh till nightfall, when he mounted her on the
back of one of the Afrits and bade other thirty gather together all that she had gotten of treasure and raiment and jewels and dresses of honour.
[Then they flew off,] whilst Iblis went with her, and in less than the twinkling of an eye he set her down in her sleeping-chamber. Then he and
those who were with him took leave of her and went away. When Tuhfeh found herself in her own chamber and on her couch, her reason fled for
joy and it seemed to her as if she had never stirred thence. Then she took the lute and tuned it and touched it on wondrous wise and improvised
verses and sang..Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i. 53..So they ate and Tuhfeh looked at the two kings, who had not changed their favour and
said to Kemeriyeh, 'O my lady, what is yonder wild beast and that other like unto him? By Allah, mine eye brooketh not the sight of them.'
Kemeriyeh laughed and answered, 'O my sister, that is my father Es Shisban and the other is Meimoun the Sworder; and of the pride of their souls
and their arrogance, they consented not to change their [natural] fashion. Indeed, all whom thou seest here are, by nature, like unto them in fashion;
but, on thine account, they have changed their favour, for fear lest thou be disquieted and for the comforting of thy mind, so thou mightest make
friends with them and be at thine ease.' 'O my lady,' quoth Tuhfeh, 'indeed I cannot look at them. How frightful is yonder Meimoun, with his [one]
eye! Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and indeed I am fearful of him.' Kemeriyeh laughed at her speech, and Tuhfeh said, 'By Allah, O my
lady, I cannot fill my eye with them!' (200) Then said her father Es Shisban to her, 'What is this laughing?' So she bespoke him in a tongue none
understood but they [two] and acquainted him with that which Tuhfeh had said; whereat he laughed a prodigious laugh, as it were the pealing
thunder..Unlucky Merchant, The, i 73..As time went on, the boy, the son of the king, grew up and fell to stopping the way (99) with the thieves,
and they used to carry him with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied forth one day upon a caravan in the land of Seistan, and there
were in that caravan strong and valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now they had heard that in that land were thieves; so they gathered
themselves together and made ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and gave them news of the thieves. Accordingly, they prepared for
battle, and when the robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they fought a sore battle. At last the folk of the caravan
overmastered the thieves, by dint of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled. Moreover they took the boy, the son of King
Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and comely of fashion, questioned him, saying, "Who
is thy father, and how camest thou with these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son of the captain of the thieves." So they took him and
carried him to the capital of his father King Azadbekht.Now King Azadbekht's wife was big with child and the pains of labour took her in the
mountain; so they alighted at the mountain-foot, by a spring of water, and she gave birth to a boy as he were the moon. Behrjaur his mother pulled
off a gown of gold-inwoven brocade and wrapped the child therein, and they passed the night [in that place], what while she gave him suck till the
morning. Then said the king to her, "We are hampered by this child and cannot abide here nor can we carry him with us; so methinks we were
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better leave him here and go, for Allah is able to send him one who shall take him and rear him." So they wept over him exceeding sore and left
him beside the spring, wrapped in the gown of brocade: then they laid at his head a thousand dinars in a bag and mounting their horses, departed,
fleeing..?THE FOURTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen Necklace dxcvi.At eventide the king sat [in his privy sitting-chamber]
and sending for the vizier, said to him, "Tell me the story of the fuller and his wife." "With all my heart," answered the vizier. So he came forward
and said, "Know, O king of the age, that.The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, ii. 235..? ? ? ? ? a. The Mouse and the Flea cli.? ? ? ? ? By
Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart concerning my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan my case and help me to my will..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cliv.Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be, ii. 231..So they dragged him away, what while
he wept and spoke the words which whoso saith shall nowise be confounded, to wit, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High,
the Sublime!" When they came to the Tigris, one of them drew the sword upon him and El Muradi said to the swordbearer, "Smite off his head."
But one of them, Ahmed by name, said, "O folk, deal gently with this poor wretch and slay him not unjustly and wickedly, for I stand in fear of
God the Most High, lest He burn me with his fire." Quoth El Muradi, "A truce to this talk!" And Ahmed said, "If ye do with him aught, I will
acquaint the Commander of the Faithful." "How, then, shall we do with him?" asked they; and he answered, "Let us deposit him in prison and I will
be answerable to you for his provision; so shall we be quit of his blood, for indeed he is wrongfully used." So they took him up and casting him into
the Prison of Blood, (13)went away..The Fourteenth Night of the Month..Looking to the Issues of Affairs, Of, i. 80..? ? ? ? ? So fell and fierce my
stroke is, if on a mountain high It lit, though all of granite, right through its midst 'twould shear..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress
dcccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? I view her with yearning eyes and she seems to me A moon of the summer, set in a winter's night..Merchant of Cairo and the
Favourite of the Khalif El Maraoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of the morn, Before me nor after
she wins it, I ween..Favourite and her Lover, The, iii. 165..? ? ? ? ? Our stead, that late was desert, grew green and eke our trees, That barren were,
grew loaded with ripened fruits galore..? ? ? ? ? And when the sun of morning sees her visage and her smile, O'ercome. he hasteneth his face
behind the clouds to hide..Then said the Sheikh Iblis, 'We were best acquaint Queen Kemeriyeh and Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and
Queen Wekhimeh; and when they are assembled, God shall ordain [that which He deemeth] good in the matter of her release.' 'It is well seen of
thee,' answered Es Shisban and despatched to Queen Kemeriyeh an Afrit called Selheb, who came to her palace and found her asleep; so he
aroused her and she said, 'What is to do, O Selheb?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'come to the succour of thy sister Tuhfeh, for that Meimoun hath
carried her off and outraged thine honour and that of the Sheikh Iblis.' Quoth she, 'What sayest thou?' And she sat up and cried out with a great cry.
And indeed she feared for Tuhfeh and said, 'By Allah, indeed she used to say that he looked upon her and prolonged the looking on her; but ill is
that to which his soul hath prompted him.' Then she arose in haste and mounting a she-devil of her devils, said to her, 'Fly.' So she flew off and
alighted with her in the palace of her sister Sherareh, whereupon she sent for her sisters Zelzeleh and Wekhimeh and acquainted them with the
news, saying, 'Know that Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown off with her swiftlier than the blinding lightning.'.? ? ? ? ? In my soul the
fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye; Lo, I burn with love and longing; nought in answer can I say..When this came to the king's knowledge, he
despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him, whilst he himself went out and overtaking the vizier, smote him on the head
with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and returning to his dwelling-place, went in to her and married her. Arwa resigned
herself with patience to that which betided her and committed her affair to God the Most High; and indeed she was used to serve Him day and night
with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her husband..One day, the Commander of the Faithful's breast was straitened; so he sent after his
Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide and Ishac the boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the swordsman of his vengeance; and when they came, he
changed his raiment and disguised himself, whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and Younus (165) (who were also present) did
the like. Then he went out, he and they, by the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat, fared on till they came to near Et Taf, (166) when they
landed and walked till they came to the gate of the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met them an old man, comely of hoariness and of a
venerable and dignified bearing, pleasing (168) of aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before Ishac el Mausili (for that be knew but him of the
company, the Khalif being disguised, and deemed the others certain of his friends) and said to him, 'O my lord, there is presently with me a
slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw eyes the like of her nor the like of her grace, and indeed I was on my way to pay my respects to thee and give thee
to know of her; but Allah, of His favour, hath spared me the trouble. So now I desire to show her to thee, and if she be to thy liking, well and good:
else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac, 'Go before me to thy barrack, till I come to thee and see her.'.I marvelled at this with the utmost wonderment and
knew that he was of the sons of the pious. So I bestirred myself for his release and tended him [till he recovered] and besought him of quittance and
absolution of responsibility.'.Presently, she heard a blowing behind her; so she turned and behold, a head without a body and with eyes slit endlong;
it was of the bigness of an elephant's head and bigger and had a mouth as it were an oven and projecting tusks, as they were grapnels, and hair that
trailed upon the earth. So Tuhfeh said, 'I take refuge with God from Satan the Stoned!' and recited the Two Amulets; (217) what while the head
drew near her and said to her, 'Peace be upon thee, O princess of Jinn and men and unique pearl of her age and her time! May God still continue
thee on life, for all the lapsing of the days, and reunite thee with thy lord the Imam!' (218) 'And upon thee be peace,' answered she, 'O thou whose
like I have not seen among the Jinn!' Quoth the head, 'We are a people who avail not to change their favours and we are called ghouls. The folk
summon us to their presence, but we may not present ourselves before them [without leave]. As for me, I have gotten leave of the Sheikh
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Aboultawaif to present myself before thee and I desire of thy favour that thou sing me a song, so I may go to thy palace and question its haunters
(219) concerning the plight of thy lord after thee and return to thee; and know, O Tuhfet es Sudour, that between thee and thy lord is a distance of
fifty years' journey to the diligent traveller.' 'Indeed,' rejoined Tuhfeh, 'thou grievest me [for him] between whom and me is fifty years' journey.
And the head said to her, 'Be of good heart and cheerful eye, for the kings of the Jinn will restore thee to him in less than the twinkling of an eye.'
Quoth she,' I will sing thee an hundred songs, so thou wilt bring me news of my lord and that which hath befallen him after me.' And the head
answered, saying, 'Do thou favour me and sing me a song, so I may go to thy lord and bring thee news of him, for that I desire, before I go, to hear
thy voice, so haply my thirst (220) may be quenched.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.So the old man put his head
forth of the window and called the youth, who came to him from the mosque and sought leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him enter, and when he
came in to the damsel, he knew her and she knew him; whereupon he turned back in bewilderment and would have fled; but she sprang up to him
and seized him, and they embraced and wept together, till they fell down on the ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them in this plight, he
feared for himself and fled forth, seeing not the way for drunkenness. His neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How comes it that I see thee
confounded?" "How should I not be confounded," answered the old man, "seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in love with the servant
of the mosque and they have embraced and fallen down in a swoon? Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be wroth with me; so
tell me thou what is to be done in this wherewith I am afflicted of the affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take this casting-bottle
of rose-water and go forth-right and sprinkle them therewith. If they be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement, they will come to
themselves, and if otherwise, do thou flee.".When the king heard his viziers' words, he was exceeding wroth and bade bring the youth, and when he
came in to the king, the viziers all cried out with one voice, saying, "O scant o' grace, thinkest thou to save thyself from slaughter by craft and
guile, that thou beguilest the king with thy talk and hopest pardon for the like of this great crime which thou hast committed?" Then the king bade
fetch the headsman, so he might smite off his head; whereupon each of the viziers fell a-saying, "I will slay him;" and they sprang upon him. Quote
the youth, "O king, consider and ponder these men's eagerness. Is this of envy or no? They would fain make severance between thee and me, so
there may fall to them what they shall plunder, as aforetime." And the king said to him, "Consider their testimony against thee." "O king,"
answered the young man, "how shall they testify of that which they saw not? This is but envy and rancour; and thou, if thou slay me, thou wilt
regret me, and I fear lest there betide thee of repentance that which betided Ilan Shah, by reason of the malice of his viziers." "And what is his
story?" asked Azadbekht. "O king," replied the youth,.? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee shall I
complain, of whom relief implore, Whose image came to visit me, what while in dreams I lay?.135. Jouder and his Brothers dcvi.Three Men and
our Lord Jesus, The, i. 282..How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day, iii. 47..When
they were grown familiar with him, the queen-mother fell to sending [privily] for the amirs, one by one, and swearing them to secrecy; and when
she was assured of their trustworthiness, she discovered to them that the king had left but a daughter and that she had done this but that she might
continue the kingship in his family and that the governance should not go forth from them; after which she told them that she was minded to marry
her daughter with the new-comer, her father's brother's son, and that he should be the holder of the kingship. They approved of her proposal and
when she had discovered the secret to the last of them [and assured herself of their support], she published the news abroad and sent for the cadis
and assessors, who drew up the contract of marriage between Selim and the princess, and they lavished gifts upon the troops and overwhelmed
them with bounties. Then was the bride carried in procession to the young man and the kingship was stablished unto him and the governance of the
realm..Then they returned to Dinarzad and displayed her in the fifth dress and in the sixth, which was green. Indeed, she overpassed with her
loveliness the fair of the four quarters of the world and outshone, with the brightness of her countenance, the full moon at its rising; for she was
even as saith of her the poet in the following verses:.Then Ishac seized upon her hand and carrying her into the house, said to her, 'Take the lute and
sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like in smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'thou makest mock of me. Who
am I that thou shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but the truth to thee and I am
none of those on whom pretence imposeth. These three months hath nature not moved thee to take the lute and sing thereto, and this is nought but
an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft and self-restraint.' Then he bade her sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and
obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit and he was like to fly
for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang thereto the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love
and languishment, Yet ye torment me, for to you 'tis pleasing to torment..All this while the Khalif was diverting himself with watching him and
laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a piece of henbane in the cup and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade
her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he drunken than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the
Khalif came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and calling to the servant who had brought Aboulhusn to the palace, said to him, "Carry this
fellow to his own place." So Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to his own house], set him down in the saloon. Then he went forth from him
and shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the Khalif, who slept till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? O thou with love of whom I'm smitten, yet
content, I prithee come to me and hasten to my side..? ? ? ? ? Sans fault of mine, my blood and tears he shed and beggared me Of him I love, yet for
himself gained nought thereby whate'er..When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept, whilst the old man
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wept for her weeping. Then she fell down in a swoon and presently coming to herself, filled the cup and drinking it off, gave the old man to drink,
after which she took the lute and breaking out into song, chanted the following verses:.?STORY OF THE TWO SHARPERS WHO CHEATED
EACH HIS FELLOW..Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high place and still sought to do him hurt, but found no way
thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er Rehwan
gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier had presented himself before him
[and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream and they counselled him to send for the
astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him and
entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in question a company of the vizier's
enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death, in consideration of that which they promised him
of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him
hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him..Selim and Selma, ii. 81..? ? ? ? ? El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again; Prize hath
he made of steeds and many a baggage-train;.? ? ? ? ? Oft for thy love as I would be consoled, my yearning turns To-thee- ward still and my desires
my reason still gainsay.
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