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Then said he whom she had delivered from torture and for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems and who had required her of herself in his house,
for that her beauty pleased him, and [when she refused to yield to him] had forged a letter against her and treacherously denounced her to the
Sultan and requited her bounty with ingratitude, 'I am he who wronged her and lied against her, and this is the issue of the oppressor's affair.'.131.
The Queen of the Serpents cccclxxxii.A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat
there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered
his head with the measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of
the corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of
seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God
have compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..He gained him wealth and returning to his native land, after twenty years'
absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of an old woman, whom he bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of her a wench whom he
might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair woman, who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her charms to him
and made him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her forthright and lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in exchange for her favours].' So the
old woman betook herself to the damsel and discovered to her the man's wishes and bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It is true that I was
on this [fashion of] whoredom [aforetime]; but now I have repented to God the Most High and hanker no more after this; nay, I desire lawful
marriage; so, if he be content with that which is lawful, I am at his service.'.So, on the morrow, she made her ready and donning the costliest of
apparel, adorned herself with the most magnificent of ornaments and the highest of price and stained her hands with henna. Then she let down her
tresses upon her shoulders and went forth, walking along with coquettish swimming gait and amorous grace, followed by her slave-girls, till she
came to the young merchant's shop and sitting down thereat, under colour of seeking stuffs, saluted him and demanded of him somewhat of
merchandise. So he brought out to her various kinds of stuffs and she took them and turned them over, talking with him the while. Then said she to
him, "Look at the goodliness of my shape and my symmetry. Seest thou in me any default?" And he answered, "No, O my lady." "Is it lawful,"
continued she, "in any one that he should slander me and say that I am humpbacked?".So he repaired to the draper and buying of him a turban-cloth
of lawn, returned with it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two places. Then she donned devotees' apparel and taking the turban-cloth
with her, went to the draper's house and knocked at the door. When the draper's wife saw her, she opened to her and received her kindly and made
much of her and welcomed her. So the old woman went in to her and conversed with her awhile. Then said she to her, "[I desire to make] the
ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought her water and she made the ablution and standing up to pray, prayed and did her occasion.
When she had made an end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in the place of prayer and went away..Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I
must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than
this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be a
servant unto thee, and I will work at a craft, of the crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth
the cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said, 'The cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.2. The Fisherman and the Genie iii.Then he kept them under
guard, and when the morning morrowed, he referred their case to El Hejjaj, who caused bring them before him and enquiring into their affair, found
that the first was the son of a barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot] bean-seller and the third of a weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of
speech (82) and said to his session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment; (83) for, by Allah, but for their ready wit, I had smitten off their
heads!".Razi (Er) and El Merouzi, ii. 28..The old man betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to whom
they directed him. So he gave him the ring and the letter, which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its
purport. Then he repaired to the market and buying all that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with the old man. So the latter
took him and went with him to the mosque, where he relieved him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her
side and they ate, he and she, of those rich meats, till they were satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the food from before her..? ? ? ? ? a.
Story of the Physician Douban iv.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Officer's Story dccccxxx.All who were present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook
with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and
tambourining and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth
was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them
over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put
his finger to his arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame
shall betide thee for this.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, As it glitters and gleams
midst its boughs, were a sky.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother xxxi.112. Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl Taweddud
ccccxxxvi.When Noureddin heard these his slave-girl's verses, he fell a-weeping, what while she strained him to her bosom and wiped away his
tears with her sleeve and questioned him and comforted his mind. Then she took the lute and sweeping its strings, played thereon, after such a wise
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as would move the phlegmatic to delight, and sang the following verses:.NOTE..3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad xxviii.Third
Officer's Story, The, ii. 137.."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey with
merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.' Then
he took leave of her and setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of one of the kings and foregathered with him. Now
this king was in need of one who should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged
him abide with him and entreated him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but the latter
would not consent to this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for this and
took surety of him for his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and
set sail, intending for his own country..Now the lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and whilst the merchant was rejoicing in this and
saying, 'Verily, my luck hath returned and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an opening walled up with stones and clay.
So he pulled out the stones and clearing away the earth from the opening, found that it was a window giving upon the lodging of the king's women.
When he saw this, he was affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again. But one of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of
him, repaired to the Sultan and told him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this
my recompense from thee, that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So they did as he commanded and the merchant
took his eyes in his hand and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself,
saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me not and endeavour was useless.'.? ? ? ? ? Thy haters say
and those who malice to thee bear A true word, profiting its hearers everywhere;.So they wrapped him in the shroud and set him on the bier. Then
they took up his bier and bearing him to the burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over him; after which the folk dispersed, but
El Merouzi and the widow abode by the tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till sundown, when the woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to
the house, for this weeping will not profit us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper, 'I will not budge hence till I have slept
and waked by this tomb ten days, with their nights!' When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he should keep his word and his oath, and so
her husband perish; but she said in herself, 'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house, he will abide by him a little while and go
away.' And El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise, thou, and go away.'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story xxvii.26. The City of Lebtait cclxxii.All this while
the Khalif was diverting himself with watching him and laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a piece of henbane in the cup
and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he drunken than his head forewent
his feet [and he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the Khalif came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and calling to the servant who had
brought Aboulhusn to the palace, said to him, "Carry this fellow to his own place." So Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to his own house],
set him down in the saloon. Then he went forth from him and shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the Khalif, who slept till the
morrow..As for the woman, whenas the man went out from her, she resolved to depart; so she went forth, saying in herself, 'There is no journeying
for me in woman's attire.' Then she donned men's apparel, such as is worn of the pious, and set out and wandered over the earth; nor did she leave
going till she entered a certain city. Now the king of that city had an only daughter in whom he gloried and whom he loved, and she saw the
devotee and deeming her a pilgrim youth, said to her father, 'I would fain have this youth take up his abode with me, so I may learn of him wisdom
and renunciation and religion.' Her father rejoiced in this and commanded the [supposed] pilgrim to take up his sojourn with his daughter in his
palace. Now they were in one place and the king's daughter was strenuous to the utterest in continence and chastity and nobility of mind and
magnanimity and devotion to the worship of God; but the ignorant slandered her (5) and the folk of the realm said, 'The king's daughter loveth the
pilgrim youth and he loveth her.'.7. Story of the Hunchback ci.Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..Then he lighted him three
candles and three lamps and spreading the drinking-cloth, brought clarified wine, limpid, old and fragrant, the scent whereof was as that of virgin
musk. He filled the first cup and saying, "O my boon-companion, by thy leave, be ceremony laid aside between us! I am thy slave; may I not be
afflicted with thy loss!" drank it off and filled a second cup, which he handed to the Khalif, with a reverence. His fashion pleased the Khalif and the
goodliness of his speech and he said in himself, "By Allah, I will assuredly requite him for this!" Then Aboulhusn filled the cup again and handed it
to the Khalif, reciting the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dcccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st
repose and comfortable sleep, Nor of the mis'ries reckst by which my heart is wried..71. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man dclvi.Then the king
assembled his nobles and commons and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or
calamity, none may avail to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited
me nought, for that which God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise
God and thank Him for that this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!'
And he strained the youth to his breast and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and
watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his
son's head and caused the folk and the people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity.
And he took leave of him that night and died and his son reigned in his stead..Now he feared [to return to the pot then and there], lest the idiot
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should follow him to the place and find nothing and so his plan be marred. So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee come to my lodging
and eat bread with me." So the idiot went with him to his lodging and he seated him there and going to the market, sold somewhat of his clothes
and pawned somewhat from his house and bought dainty food. Then he betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money in the pot, buried it
again; after which he returned to his lodging and gave the idiot to eat and drink, and they went out together. The sharper went away and hid
himself, lest the idiot should see him, whilst the latter repaired to his hiding- place and took the pot.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife
dlxxviii.?THE THIEF'S STORY.."There was once a king of the kings, whose name was Bekhtzeman, and he was a great eater and drinker and
carouser. Now enemies of his made their appearance in certain parts of his realm and threatened him; and one of his friends said to him, 'O king,
the enemy maketh for thee: be on thy guard against him.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'I reck not of him, for that I have arms and wealth and men and am
not afraid of aught.' Then said his friends to him, 'Seek aid of God, O king, for He will help thee more than thy wealth and thine arms and thy men.'
But he paid no heed to the speech of his loyal counsellors, and presently the enemy came upon him and waged war upon him and got the victory
over him and his trust in other than God the Most High profited him nought. So he fled from before him and seeking one of the kings, said to him,
'I come to thee and lay hold upon thy skirts and take refuge with thee, so thou mayst help me against mine enemy.'.Now it befell, by the ordinance
of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the
chase that day]. He started a head of game, he and his company, and chased it, till they came up with it by that pit, whereupon one of them lighted
down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from the bottom of the pit} so he arose and
mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he acquainted the king with this and he bade one of his servants [descend into the
pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch], aswoon..Now he had with him nought wherewithal he might cover himself;
so he wrapped himself up in one of the rugs of the mosque [and abode thus till daybreak], when the Muezzins came and finding him sitting in that
case, said to him, "O youth, what is this plight?" Quoth he, "I cast myself on your hospitality, imploring your protection from a company of folk
who seek to kill me unjustly and oppressively, without cause." And [one of] the Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good heart and cheerful eye." Then he
brought him old clothes and covered him withal; moreover, he set before him somewhat of meat and seeing upon him signs of gentle breeding, said
to him, "O my son, I grow old and desire thee of help, [in return for which] I will do away thy necessity." "Hearkening and obedience," answered
Noureddin and abode with the old man, who rested and took his ease, what while the youth [did his service in the mosque], celebrating the praises
of God and calling the faithful to prayer and lighting the lamps and filling the ewers (28) and sweeping and cleaning out the place..Meanwhile,
Aboulhusn gave not over snoring in his sleep, till the day broke and the rising of the sun drew near, when a waiting-woman came up to him and
said to him, "O our lord [it is the hour of] the morning- prayer." When he heard the girl's words, he laughed and opening his eyes, turned them
about the place and found himself in an apartment the walls whereof were painted with gold and ultramarine and its ceiling starred with red gold.
Around it were sleeping-chambers, with curtains of gold-embroidered silk let down over their doors, and all about vessels of gold and porcelain and
crystal and furniture and carpets spread and lamps burning before the prayer-niche and slave-girls and eunuchs and white slaves and black slaves
and boys and pages and attendants. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said, "By Allah, either I am dreaming, or this is Paradise
and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes and went to sleep again. Quoth the waiting-woman, "O my lord, this is not of thy wont, O
Commander of the Faithful!".74. The Devout Woman and the Two Wicked Elders dclix.? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent
from my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me divide..Then she mounted the mule and repairing to the palace of the Commander
of the Faithful, went in to him and kissed the earth before him. Quoth he to her, as who should make mock of her, "I doubt not but thou hast found
thy lord." "By thy felicity and the length of thy continuance [on life,]" answered she, "I have indeed found him!" Now Er Reshid was leaning back;
but, when he heard this, he sat up and said to her, "By my life, [is this thou sayest] true?" "Ay, by thy life!" answered she; and he said, "Bring him
into my presence, so I may see him." But she replied, "O my lord, there have betided him many stresses and his charms are changed and his favour
faded; and indeed the Commander of the Faithful vouchsafed me a month; wherefore I will tend him the rest of the month and then bring him to do
his service to the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth Er Reshid, "True; the condition was for a month; but tell me what hath betided him." "O my
lord," answered she, "may God prolong thy continuance and make Paradise thy place of returning and thy harbourage and the fire the abiding-place
of thine enemies, when he presenteth himself to pay his respects to thee, he will expound to thee his case and will name unto thee those who have
wronged him; and indeed this is an arrear that is due to the Commander of the Faithful, in (41) whom may God fortify the Faith and vouchsafe him
the mastery over the rebel and the froward!".Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my
lord, the king is beholden to thee for many years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy
daughter against thy wish and without thy permission." And he related to him what had passed and how the king had taken her by force. When
Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them, "Whenas the king was occupied with his
women [and concerned not himself with the affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he putteth out his hand to our harem;
wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".? ? ? ? ? In wine, as the glittering sunbeams
bright, my heart's contentment is, That banishes hence, with various joys, all kinds of care and dole..Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his
Son and his, i. 218..Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger came to him and told him that the Commander of the
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Faithful sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the palace, walking and letting wind (44) as he went, whilst
all who passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue was
embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done no offence; so [why] fearest thou?"
"O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure forefathers, indeed I
have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a thousand dinars, bestowed on him a
sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..26. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl di.So, when the
night darkened, we sallied forth to make our round, attended by men with sharp swords, and went round about the streets and compassed the city,
till we came to the by-street where was the woman, and it was the middle of the night Here we smelt rich scents and heard the clink of earrings; so I
said to my comrades, "Methinks I spy an apparition," And the captain of the watch said, "See what it is." So I came forward and entering the lane,
came presently out again and said, "I have found a fair woman and she tells me that she is from the Citadel and that the night surprised her and she
espied this street and seeing its cleanness and the goodliness of its ordinance, knew that it appertained to a man of rank and that needs must there be
in it a guardian to keep watch over it, wherefore she took shelter therein." Quoth the captain of the watch to me, "Take her and carry her to thy
house." But I answered, "I seek refuge with Allah! (93) My house is no place of deposit (94) and on this woman are trinkets and apparel [of price].
By Allah, we will not deposit her save with Amin el Hukrn, in whose street she hath been since the first of the darkness; wherefore do thou leave
her with him till the break of day." And he said, "As thou wilt." Accordingly, I knocked at the Cadi's door and out came a black slave of his slaves,
to whom said I, "O my lord, take this woman and let her be with you till break of day, for that the lieutenant of the Amir Ilmeddin hath found her
standing at the door of your house, with trinkets and apparel [of price] on her, and we feared lest her responsibility be upon you; (95) wherefore it
is most fit that she pass the night with you." So the slave opened and took her in with him..Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i. 53..Munir drank
off his cup and ordered her eight hundred thousand dinars, whereat Kemeriyeh rejoiced and rising to her feet, kissed Tuhfeh on her face and said to
her, 'May the world not be bereaved of thee, O thou who lordest it over the hearts of Jinn and mortals!' Then she returned to her place and the
Sheikh Iblis arose and danced, till all present were confounded; after which he said to Tuhfeh, 'Indeed, thou embellishest my festival, O thou who
hast commandment over men and Jinn and rejoicest their hearts with thy loveliness and the excellence of thy faithfulness to thy lord. All that thy
hands possess shall be borne to thee [in thy palace and placed] at thy service; but now the dawn is near at hand; so do thou rise and rest thee, as of
thy wont' Tuhfeh turned and found with her none of the Jinn; so she laid her head on the ground and slept till she had gotten her rest; after which
she arose and betaking herself to the pool, made the ablution and prayed. Then she sat beside the pool awhile and pondered the affair of her lord Er
Reshid and that which had betided him after her and wept sore..? ? ? ? ? a. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl ccxxxvii.When the poor
man heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love.
Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his wasteful heir.".103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el
Ain ccccxiv.Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..Things, The King who knew the Quintessence of, i.
239.Conclusion..Then she folded the letter and giving it to her slave-girl, bade her carry it to El Abbas and bring back his answer thereto.
Accordingly, Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the prince, after the doorkeeper had sought leave of him to admit her. When she came in to
him, she found with him five damsels, as they were moons, clad in [rich] apparel and ornaments; and when he saw her, he said to her, "What is
thine occasion, O handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand to him with the letter, after she had kissed it, and he bade one of his slave-girls
receive it from her. Then he took it from the girl and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; whereupon "We are God's and to Him
we return!" exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper, wrote the following verses:.To return to the queen his wife. When the Magian fled
with her, he proffered himself to her and lavished unto her wealth galore, but she rejected his suit and was like to slay herself for chagrin at that
which had befallen and for grief for her separation from her husband. Moreover, she refused meat and drink and offered to cast herself into the sea;
but the Magian shackled her and straitened her and clad her in a gown of wool and said to her, 'I will continue thee in misery and abjection till thou
obey me and consent to my wishes.' So she took patience and looked for God to deliver her from the hand of that accursed one; and she ceased not
to travel with him from place to place till he came with her to the city wherein her husband was king and his goods were put under seal..Then she
arose and returned to her chamber..When the morning morrowed, the people went seeking for him, but found him not; and when the king knew
this, he was perplexed concerning his affair and abode unknowing what he should do. Then he sought for a vizier to fill his room, and the king's
brother said, 'I have a vizier, a sufficient man.' 'Bring him to me,' said the king. So he brought him a man, whom he set at the head of affairs; but he
seized upon the kingdom and clapped the king in irons and made his brother king in his stead. The new king gave himself up to all manner of
wickedness, whereat the folk murmured and his vizier said to him, 'I fear lest the Indians take the old king and restore him to the kingship and we
both perish; wherefore, if we take him and cast him into the sea, we shall be at rest from him; and we will publish among the folk that he is dead.'
And they agreed upon this. So they took him up and carrying him out to sea, cast him in.."There was once a merchant named Abou Temam, and he
was a man of understanding and good breeding, quick-witted and truthful in all his affairs, and he had wealth galore. Now there was in his land an
unjust king and a jealous, and Abou Temam feared for his wealth from this king and said, 'I will remove hence to another place where I shall not be
in fear.' So he made for the city of Ilan Shah and built himself a palace therein and transporting his wealth thither, took up his abode there.
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Presently, the news of him reached King Ilan Shah; so he sent to bid him to his presence and said to him, 'We know of thy coming to us and thine
entry under our allegiance, and indeed we have heard of thine excellence and wit and generosity; so welcome to thee and fair welcome! The land is
thy land and at thy commandment, and whatsoever occasion thou hast unto us, it is [already] accomplished unto thee; and it behoveth that thou be
near our person and of our assembly.' Abou Temam prostrated himself to the king and said to him, 'O king, I will serve thee with my wealth and
my life, but do thou excuse me from nearness unto thee, for that, [if I took service about thy person], I should not be safe from enemies and
enviers.' Then he addressed himself to serve the king with presents and largesses, and the king saw him to be intelligent, well-bred and of good
counsel; so he committed to him the ordinance of his affairs and in his hand was the power to bind and loose..? ? ? ? ? Ye chide at one who
weepeth for troubles ever new; Needs must th' afflicted warble the woes that make him rue..? ? ? ? ? g. The Fuller and his Wife dcccxcvi.Then said
she to me, "To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm cometh, have patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and when he is
silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee, 'What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the two
words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the
meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the
Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels
and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit
on some traces [of the crime].' When he heareth this from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs
must thou go with him to his house; but do thou say, 'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion
with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid] and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By
Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come also.'.? ? ? ? ? Woe's me for one who burns for love and longing pain! Alas for the regrets my heart
that rend and tear!.Now the old woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and indeed [the news of] her bounties
reached both poor and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped him in a mantle and sat
over against him. Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she rose to her and offered up prayers
for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know that this young man is a
stranger, and indeed want and vermin and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her alms of that which was
with her; and indeed her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..The old man laughed at her speech and her verses
pleased him. Then said she to him, "I desire of thee a lute." (38) So he arose and brought her a piece of firewood. Quoth she, "What is that?" And
he said, "Didst thou not bid me bring thee wood?" "I do not want this," answered she, and he rejoined, "What then is it that is called wood, other
than this?" She laughed and said, "The lute is an instrument of music, whereunto I sing." Quoth he, "Where is this thing found and of whom shall I
get it for thee?" And she said, "Of him who gave thee the wine." So he arose and betaking himself to his neighbour the Jew, said to him, "Thou
favouredst us aforetime with the wine; so now complete thy favours and look me out a thing called a lute, to wit, an instrument for singing; for that
she seeketh this of me and I know it not" "Hearkening and obedience," replied the Jew and going into his house, brought him a lute. [The old man
took it and carried it to Sitt el Milah,] whilst the Jew took his drink and sat by a window adjoining the other's house, so he might hear the
singing..Three Young Men, El Hejjaj and the, i. 53..The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant and
the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the
soul desireth one other than its peer, It winneth not of fortune the wish it holdeth dear..? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed
fare And lie thou down to sleep by night, with heart devoid of care;.? ? ? ? ? My kinsmen and my friends for thee I did forsake And left them
weeping tears that poured as 'twere a tide..Presently, the king arose from the wine-chamber and taking his wife by the hand, repaired with her to the
chamber in which he slept. He opened the door and entering, saw the youth lying on the bed, whereupon he turned to his wife and said to her,
"What doth this youth here? This fellow cometh not hither but on thine account." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge of him." With this, the youth
awoke and seeing the king, sprang up and prostrated himself before him, and Azadbekht said to him, "O vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what
hath prompted thee to outrage my dwelling?" And he bade imprison him in one place and the woman in another..When came the night, the king
summoned his vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er
Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.Malice, Of Envy and, i. 125..155. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn dcclxxviii.Then the girl
went away, running, after her mistress, whereupon I left the shop and set out after them, so I might see her abiding-place. I followed after them all
the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I returned to my place, with a heart on fire. Some days after, she came to me again and bought
stuffs of me. I refused to take the price and she said, "We have no need of thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;" but she
said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make proof of thee." Then she brought out of her pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars, saying,
"Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took the purse and she went away [and returned not to me] till six months had passed by. Meanwhile, I
traded with the money and sold and bought and made other thousand dinars profit [on it]..5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan
xx.When the morning morrowed and the folk came forth of the city, they found a murdered man cast down in a corner of the burial-ground and
seeing Bihkerd there, doubted not but it was he who had slain him; so they laid hands on him and carried him up to the king and said to him, 'This
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fellow hath slain a man.' The king bade imprison him; [so they clapped him in prison] and he fell a-saying in himself, what while he was in the
prison, 'All that hath befallen me is of the abundance of my sins and my tyranny, for, indeed, I have slain much people unrighteously and this is the
requital of my deeds and that which I have wrought aforetime of oppression.' As he was thus pondering in himself, there came a bird and lighted
down on the coign of the prison, whereupon, of his much eagerness in the chase, he took a stone and cast it at the bird..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxlvi.Then he bade set up for her a tent and another for himself, facing hers, so he might worship God with her, and
fell to sending her food; and she said in herself, 'This is a king and it is not lawful for me that I suffer him forsake his subjects and his kingdom for
my sake. So she said to the serving-woman, who used to bring her the food, 'Speak to the king, so he may return to his women, for he hath no need
of me and I desire to abide in this place, so I may worship God the Most High therein.' The slave-girl returned to the king and told him this,
whereupon he sent back to her, saying, 'I have no need of the kingship and I also desire to abide here and worship God with thee in this desert.'
When she found this earnestness in him, she consented to his wishes and said, 'O king, I will consent unto thee in that which thou desirest and will
be to thee a wife, but on condition that thou bring me Dadbin the king and his Vizier Kardan and his chamberlain (116) and that they be present in
thine assembly, so I may speak a word with them in thy presence, to the intent that thou mayest redouble in affection for me.' Quoth Kisra, 'And
what is thine occasion unto this?' So she related to him her story from first to last, how she was the wife of Dadbin the king and how the latter's
vizier had miscalled her honour..? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I had drunk; her mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated me with bliss and
ravishment..Then he gave the cup to the Khalif, saying, "Drink [and may] health and soundness [attend it]! It doth away disease and bringeth
healing and setteth the runnels of health abroach.".Then said she to him, "O elder, I would fain drink." So he arose and brought her a gugglet of
water; but she said to him, "Who bade thee fetch that?" Quoth he, "Saidst thou not to me, 'I would fain drink'?" And she answered, "I want not this;
nay, I want wine, the delight of the soul, so haply, O elder, I may solace myself therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed the old man, "that wine should
be drunk in my house, and I a stranger in the land and a Muezzin and an imam, (32) who prayeth with the true-believers, and a servant of the house
of the Lord of the Worlds! "Quoth she, "Why wilt thou forbid me to drink thereof in thy house?" "Because," answered he, "it is unlawful." "O
elder," rejoined she, "God hath forbidden [the eating of] blood and carrion and hog's flesh. Tell me, are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?"
Quoth he, "They are lawful;" and she said, "This is the juice of grapes and the water of honey." But he answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall
never drink wine in my house." "O Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat and drink and enjoy themselves and we are of the number of the folk and God is
very forgiving, clement." (33) Quoth he, "This is a thing that may not be." And she said, "Hast thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she
recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvi."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking
and passed my time in solace and delight and forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel
again presented itself to my mind and my soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad,
[intending] for certain of the lands, and came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of
like mind with myself, and we [set out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous
case..At this Queen Kemeriyeh was moved to exceeding delight and drank off her cup, saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!' Moreover, she took
off a surcoat of blue brocade, fringed with red rubies, and a necklace of white jewels, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and gave them to Tuhfeh.
Then she passed the cup to her sister Zelzeleh, who had in her hand sweet basil, and she said to Tuhfeh, 'Sing to me on this sweet basil.'
'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.Then she carried him up [to the estrade] and seating him
on the couch, brought him meat and wine and gave him to drink; after which she put off all that was upon her of raiment and jewels and tying them
up in a handkerchief, said to him, "O my lord, this is thy portion, all of it." Moreover she turned to the Jew and said to him, "Arise, thou also, and
do even as I." So he arose in haste and went out, scarce crediting his deliverance. When the girl was assured of his escape, she put out her hand to
her clothes [and jewels] and taking them, said to the prefect, "Is the requital of kindness other than kindness? Thou hast deigned [to visit me and eat
of my victual]; so now arise and depart from us without ill-[doing]; or I will give one cry and all who are in the street will come forth." So the Amir
went out from her, without having gotten a single dirhem; and on this wise she delivered the Jew by the excellence of her contrivance.'.144. The
Lovers of the Benou Udhreh dclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? And dromedaries, too, of price and goodly steeds and swift Of many a noble breed, yet found no
favour in my eyne!".? ? ? ? ? All charms, indeed, thou dost comprise; so who shall vie with thee And who shall blame me if for love of such a fair
I'm sped?.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story (236) iv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!.? ? ?
? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.126. Ibrahim ben el Khawwas and the Christian King's Daughter cccclxxvii.As for the Khalif, he
swooned away for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease to be a wag and do rarities and oddities!" Quoth he, "O Commander of
the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that the money was exhausted, which thou gavest me, and I was ashamed to ask of thee again. When I was
single, I could never keep money; but since thou marriedst me to this damsel here, if I possessed thy wealth, I should make an end of it. So, when
all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get of thee the hundred dinars and the piece of silk; and all this is an alms from
our lord. But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and quit thee of thine oath.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of King Sindbad and his
Falcon v.? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dccccvi
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