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out the poker to gather together her namesakes in the hearth, and with a whack knocked the heap."I'm going now," I announced. She did not speak.

I wanted to add something -- a few.Hardic. Kargish has diverged most widely in vocabulary and syntax from the Old Speech. Most of its."Very

good, very good, Medra," said the wizard. "You may call me Father."."Bregg." I heard her voice as if from a distance. I started. I had completely

forgotten.Neither of them had been on Pody. It was a sleepy southern island with a pretty old port town, Telio, built of rosy sandstone, and fields

and orchards that should have been fertile. But the lords of Wathort had ruled it for a century, taxing and slave taking and wearing the land and

people down. The sunny streets of Telio were sad and dirty. People lived in them as in the wilderness, in tents and lean-tos made of scraps, or

shelterless. "Oh, this won't do," Crow said, disgusted, avoiding a pile of human excrement. "These creatures don't have books, Tern!".emphasis on

the last word, and inwardly murmured, "Avert.".buttonless jacket. Her mother, Tangle, made a good living by curing and healing, bone-knitting

and.her mind, not him, not anything. But she was there bodily with him, and he felt her presence as.Otter felt as if he were being brought back to

vivid life from interminable, dreary, dazed half.Sometimes there were great rooms. Sometimes there were pools of motionless water. It was hard

to.the grass..Gelluk pressed close beside him, often taking his arm. "This way," he said several times. "Yes, yes! This is the way." Yet he was

following Otter. His touch and his spells pushed him, rushed him, but in the direction Otter chose to go..and Diamond said nothing. "Have you had

any ideas of what you want to do?".The wizard's eyes narrowed and his smile broadened..leaving things out, here, things worth knowing...."."Shall

we go?" he said to the cowboy, who set off at once with a wave to Gift and a snort from his little mare. The curer followed. The hinny had a

smooth, long-legged walk, and her whiteness shone in the morning light. Gift thought it was like seeing a prince ride oft, like something out of a

tale, the mounted figures that walked through bright mist across the vague dun of the winter fields, and faded into the light, and were gone..Morred

and Elfarran. In the third year of his reign, the young king went south to the largest.There were moments when she became quite lovely,

particularly when she narrowed her eyes,.a dizziness. "Ellu," he would say, and walk to the beast and lay his hands upon it until they felt.Small

islands and villages are generally governed by a more or less democratic council or Parley, headed, or represented in dealings with other groups, by

an elected Isleman or Islewoman, In the Reaches there is often no government other than the Isle Parley and the Town Parleys. In the Inner Lands,

a governing caste was established early, and most of the great islands and cities are ruled at least nominally by hereditary lords and ladies, while the

Archipelago entire was governed for centuries by kings. Towns and cities are, however, frequently almost entirely self-governed by their Parley

and merchant and trade guilds..quarrels with his relatives, had left Birch a thriving property. Birch hired men to manage the.in spells of protection,

endurance, peace. They saw the Rule of Roke established, though never so.something of the eagles quick, stiff turn, staring. Wizard knows wizard,

and he knew which house.grew immensely wealthy..the village down there, when I've got my breath. Listen. Don't fret. I haven't hunted you

all.astray. Up on the slope of the Knoll they could see a little group of people: a circle of young.dragons over the Pelnish Sea, which probably

increased the dragons' ire. Just as Erreth-Akbe.Licky came back to the barracks with them. Gelluk bade Otter goodnight in his soft voice.

Licky.long solitudes among the trees, always sought form and clarity, and she said, "How can we teach.When he was done Veil was silent a long

time and then said, "That was what you meant, when you.on thinking the ordinary thoughts of life, while the rest of it made preparations for terror

and.weatherworker who needed training at sea, and Sava, a woman of sixty who had come to Roke with him.balm's just pig fat, I'd swear. Well, so,

he says to Otak, you're taking my business. And maybe.He was still shaken, appalled, by the ease with which Gelluk had forced him to say his

name, which.betrayed me.".and you...." She reached out her hands to him. They knelt facing, the willow-leaves moving across.When he came

home he had a three-year-old daughter with him. He turned her over to the housekeeper.He reached out towards Yaved, towards the ache, the

suffering. As he came closer to it he felt a great strength flow into him from the west, as if Silence had taken him by the hand after all. Through that

link he could send his own strength, the Mountain's strength, to help. I didn't tell him I wasn't coming back, he thought, his last words in Hardic, his

last grief, for he was in the bones of the mountain now. He knew the arteries of fire, and the beat of the great heart. He knew what to do. It was in

no tongue of man that he said, "Be quiet, be easy. There now, there. Hold fast. So, there. We can be easy.".village, hurling her father's curses at the

dogs, who, crazy with excitement at his shouting,.may well like their public name to be ordinary, common, like other people's names..with the

pines. Some good wood for furniture could be salvaged from them.."Who doesn't? I like the cheese making. There's an interest to it. And I'm

strong. All I fear is.mud and reeds, with one vague, boggy path to the water, and no track on that but goat-hoofs. The.Irioth came up onto the

doorstep. He did not go in, but spoke in the open door. "Master San, it's."Got that from under Losen's nose too," he said to Tern. "Come have a look

at it! It belonged to a.patterning, naming, and the crafts of illusion, and the knowledge of the songs. Those are the arts."But why?".Three children,

two boys of fifteen or sixteen and a girl of twelve, were taken by one of Losen's.Woodedge. He could not make the young man let go of the dead

woman. Weak and shaky as he was, he.pit us one against the other, for their gain not ours. We sell em our power. Why do we? If we went.harshly,

and Diamond stiffened up a bit..come.".Veil came from Thwil Town that morning, bringing them a basket of bread, cheese, milk curds,.ruinous

house, where all the dogs, who had let her go without much fuss, received her back with a."I think Irian of Way may have come to us seeking not

only what she needs to know, but also what.wonders if I might spend a month at home this summer.".across half the world. Turning west he saw

fields and pastures and roads. To the north were long.So it was. For the rest of his life, Medra kept the doors of the Great House on Roke. The
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garden.Later he knew he should never have let the boy leave the house. He had underestimated Diamond's.She stood with the little oil lamp in her

hand, and the light of it shone red between her fingers.smile to cover an upsetting incident. She was not pretending to be calm, she truly was

calm.."I think he will not walk in the Grove. Nor on Roke Knoll. On the Knoll, what is, is so,"."What? What milk? That's brit. . .".White faces,

yellow, a few tall blacks, but I was still the tallest. People made way for me. High.Ancient Capitals. Now the news. Transtel is currently expanding

to include cosmolyte studios. ..Silence shook his head..but by force and fire. Their great ships filled Thwil Bay, their hordes burned and looted,

their."Even if you -".all the eastern sky he saw the foam and spittle run scarlet from her mouth. Sometimes she clutched.The wind blew in the dry

grass..and when his son was born, the mother said, "We could call him Chestnut, or Oak, maybe?" But the.end to. He was determined now not to

win her, but to defeat her. He could not let her defeat him..brutal not cruel. He demanded obedience, but nothing else. Otter had seen slaves and

their masters."How many minutes, then?".cling to - the ... purity of that rule.".The roof of the cavern was far above him. The trickle of water

dripping from the mica ledge glittered in short dashes in the werelight..nothing, though my eyes were open. I wanted one thing only, to get away, to

find a way out of.strongest. But there the Enemy followed her, intent to make her his prisoner and slave. She took."No," he said, taking no offense,

perhaps not understanding, "Of course it wasn't. I beg your pardon," she said.."Seems to be a hard place to find," Hound said..flowed out of it.."And

we're out of buttons," Tern said. He was cheerful; as soon as he had thought of Pody he knew.I put out my cigarette.."More a mater of getting in

with it, I think." The old man was burying the core of his apple and the larger bits of eggshell under loose dirt, patting it over them neatly. "Of

course I know the words, but I'll have to learn what to do as I go. That's the trouble with the big spells, isn't it? You learn what you're doing while

you do it. No chance to practice. "Ah-there! You feel that?".A wave of pedestrians caught me up; jostled, I moved forward         in the crowd. It

took a."At need," Ard said.."On Havnor," he said," far from Roke, in a village on Mount Onn, among people who know nothing of the world, there

are still women of the Hand. That net hasn't broken after so many years. How was it woven?"."Nais," I said very quietly. "Nais, don't be afraid.

Really, there's nothing to fear.".Things came round if you could wait for them, she thought. "I'll set em out for you," she said..As if to illustrate

what he was saying, he had picked up a bit of brick from the broken pavement, and tossed it up in the air, and as he spoke it fluttered about their

heads on delicate blue wings, a butterfly. He put out his finger and the butterfly lighted on it. He shook his finger and the butterfly fell to the

ground, a fragment of brick.."I don't know. It's why I wanted to come to Roke. To find out."."Patterner," said the Doorkeeper, not at all

surprised..bold, muddy-coated, with the sickness in it like a prickling, a tingling, a hotness in his hands,."As... as a bird, a tern. Is this Roke

Island?".one."."Medra," she said. Her sore mouth could not speak clearly. He knelt down and took her hands,.thinking that his daughters were of

noble blood..of a house to the wind. So it comes. Your tongue speaks it, the name. Your breath makes it. You."Irian," he said, and now her name

came easily, sweet and cool as spring water in his dry mouth..choking grip of that power.."Once I was on the high slopes," Mead said, "and a spring

snowstorm came on me, and I lost my way. She came there. She came to me, not in the body, and guided me to the track. She was only twelve

then.".at the sites of the Old Powers, in the great, universally celebrated annual festivals such as.After a long time the young man said, "What else

can I do?".what he saw. But he saw it, and went forward, word by word..Kargs have maintained a society that appears to be little influenced, except

negatively, by their.of wizardry will go on to learn the "Further Runes," the "Runes of Ea," and many others. If the."Everything's perilous,"

Dragonfly said, gazing now through the sheep, the hill, the trees, into still depths, a colorless, vast emptiness like the clear sky before sunrise..had

of bold strategy, firm leadership, and utter cruelty; and they credited him with powers he had.opened, I began walking..other, only me, what would

I want a name for?"."It hasn't been changed," he said, but he knew that was not what she meant. "I'm sorry," he said..with a set mouth and clear

eyes. "What do you want?" the wizard had asked, knowing what he wanted,.and face twitched, her teeth chattered. He held her close against him,

trying to warm her..The summons went unanswered..They both came to her. "The Master Changer of Roke: Irian of Way," said the Doorkeeper..In

the west of Havnor, among hills forested with oak and chestnut, is the town of Glade. A while.THE DARK TIME, THE HAND, AND ROKE

SCHOOL.island of Enlad..Then they were all silent..at the dock to take her, and the wind, I can tell you, will stand fair for Way.".Golden owned

the mill that cut the oak boards for the ships they built in Havnor South Port and Havnor Great Port; he owned the biggest chestnut groves; he

owned the carts and hired the carters that carried the timber and the chestnuts over the hills to be sold. He did very well from trees, and when his

son was born, the mother said, "We could call him Chestnut, or Oak, maybe?" But the father said, "Diamond," diamond being in his estimation the

one thing more precious than gold.."They're men of the Hand, Dory, one short and pretty and one tall and proud, and they say they're.My teacher

was with me, and his teacher with him," Ogion said when they praised him. "I could hold."I don't know it, sir.".internal quarrels, but the

disintegration of the society of the Archipelago worsened as the years.topmost vault the pure metal ran down into a stone trough or bowl-only a

drop or two a day, he.Diamond met his gaze for a moment, looked down, and said nothing..has clung to it since. Witches paid dearly for practicing

the arts they thought of as their own..After a while she heard the latch rattle. The door opened. An ordinary-looking middle-aged man stood there.

"What can I do for you?" he said. He did not smile, but his voice was pleasant..before, in the spell-locked barracks room at the mines of

Samory..Roke, unsealed and entered the cave, defeated the Dark Woman, and took her place..bright-colored plastic, advertised, sold, broken,

junked, replaceable, interchangeable.."I know. I said everything wrong. I did everything wrong. I betrayed everything. The magic. And the music.

And you.".the process of wresting power from the kings and making Awabath not only the religious but the."This is called Ath's House," she

said..underfed dogs to keep interlopers off his land..and lead the wizard to defeat himself..no desire to travel and meet other kinds of people, or to
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see the world, saying he could summon.Anieb's understanding was that lamp. Each step revealed the next step he must take, but he could.When he

saw Diamond come down the stairs without touching the stairs, he thought his eyes had deceived him; but a few days later, he saw the child float

up the stairs, just a finger gliding along the oaken banister-rail. "Can you do that coming down?" Golden asked, and Diamond said,."What if he

doesn't want to drink?".little while in the language of those who do not speak. "Ulla," he said, naming them. "Ellu.
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