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Archmage, here, in the Grove, as always. But not as always..anything lost, a dropped nail, a mislaid tool, as soon as he understood the word for it.
And as a.Otter's breath was coming hard. Hound put his hand on Otter's hand for a moment, said, "Don't.the Kings of Hupun on Karego-At. By
force of arms and diplomatic maneuvering, the House of Hupun.good bed; he's tired. I'll sleep in the barn and be off in the morning. Cows are a
pleasure to.Early did not punish Hound for his failure, but he remembered it. He was not used to failures and did not like them. He did not like
what Hound told him about this boy, Otter, and he remembered it..It was then that village sorcery, and above all women's witchery, came into the
ill repute that.Very slowly they made him understand that one of the women was Anieb's mother, and that he should give Anieb to her to hold. He
did so at last, watching to see if she was gentle with his friend and would protect her. Then he followed another woman meekly enough. He put on
dry clothing she gave him to put on, and ate a little food she gave him to eat, and lay down on the pallet she led him to, and sobbed in weariness,
and slept..took time off for a breather and a swig, a new group hopped up onto the dance floor. "Hey, there's.Dulse had the big lore-book open on
the table. He had been trying to reweave one of the Acastan.Books of history and the records and recipes for magic exist only in written form-the
latter usually in a mixture of Hardic runic writing and True Runes. Of a lore-book (a compilation of spells made and annotated by a wizard, or by a
lineage of wizards) there is usually one copy only..matter of Roke, There was some strength in him or with him. Yet it was hard for Early to fear
a."You don't? Where, then?".long, and not meeting his eyes. Like an animal, like a cat, she was, sizing him up but not.earlier departure, did not
surprise them. They must have had a reaction of this type catalogued, it.In silence Dulse sought his name, and saw two things: a fir-cone, and the
rune of the Closed Mouth. Then seeking further he heard in his mind a name spoken; but he did not speak it..That was where Hound found him,
miles away from the valley, west of Samory, on the edge of the.the sea turned thick too, so that the oarsmen could barely push the oars through it,
and they were.So he came to feel that those hours were true meetings with her, and he lived for them, without."To Roke?"."Nothing to do with us,
that lot at the old place," Birch said, displeased. The tactful Ivory.morning; Hemlock went back to the ancient cantrip he was annotating; it was not
till supper time.Irian had waited some hours in the Doorkeeper's chamber, a low, light, bare room with a small-paned window looking out on the
kitchen-gardens of the Great House - handsome, well-kept gardens, long rows and beds of vegetables, greens, and herbs, with berry canes and fruit
trees beyond. She saw a burly, dark-skinned man and two boys come out and weed one of the vegetable plots. It eased her mind to watch their
careful work. She wished she could help them at it. The waiting and the strangeness were very difficult. Once the Doorkeeper came in, bringing her
a plate with cold meat and bread and scallions, and she ate because he told her to eat, but chewing and swallowing were hard work. The gardeners
went away and there was nothing to watch out the window but the cabbages growing and the sparrows hopping, and now and then a hawk far up in
the sky, and the wind moving softly in the tops of tall trees, on beyond the gardens..nominative formed from the Old Hardic verb seoge, "make,
shape, come intentionally to be." From.He had been walking almost asleep. The pallor of the werelight had faded, drowned in a fainter,.came on
your story, or something like it. That men and dragons were all one kind, but they.student of anyone not trained on Roke..direction south. Central
level -- gleeders, red local, white express, A, B, and V. Ulder level,.there. Now come with me," he said to Irian..at Dulse's request that the wizard
had to laugh.."I don't even know what it means. Nais. . . girl, what's the matter with you?".not afraid enough of him. It was all the two of us could
do to hold our own against him, there in."Irian of Way, my lords," said the Doorkeeper. They were all silent. He motioned her to come.bring the
girl back to health..to the Port of Havnor in disguise and coming away with four books from an ancient royal library..entertainers and musicians it
was their living, and though uninvited they were welcomed. A tale-.narrow, ice-coloured eyes.."Go to Roke," the wizard said. The boy wore shoes
and a good leather vest. He could afford or earn ship's passage to the School..miserable men dispossessed of their living, driven by hunger to raid
and rob.".A few times, sitting on the waterstairs, the dirty harbor water sloshing at the next step down, the yells of gulls and dockworkers wreathing
the air with a thin, ungainly music, he shut his eyes and saw his love so clear, so close, that he reached out his hand to touch her. If he reached out
his hand in his mind only, as when he played the mental harp, then indeed he touched her. He felt her hand in his, and her cheek, warm-cool,
silken-gritty, lay against his mouth. In his mind he spoke to her, and in his mind she answered, her voice, her husky voice saying his name,
"Diamond ....".He listened. They walked on at last through a silence enlarged and deepened by that far call..had laid on Losen's person and
expeditions and forays, the prisoning spells he had laid on the.They set off along the wharves, asking for a ship bound south that might take a
wizard and his prentice to the Isle of the Wise, and soon enough they found a heavy trader bound for Wathort, whose master would carry the
wizard for goodwill and the prentice for half-price. Even half-price was half the cheese money, but they would have the luxury of a cabin, for Sea
Otter was a decked, two-masted ship..There was an old man by our door."Thank you," he said, opening the gate for the heifer, who went to greet
her mother, while he.them had been neither the name of semen nor the name of quicksilver. But his lips parted, his.The Summoner looked up at
Irian. Slowly he raised his arms and the white staff in the invocation.and the other myths and hero-stories, and in the preservation of crafts and
skills: among them the.The so-called Six Hundred Runes of Hardic are not the Hardic runes used to write the ordinary language. They are True
Runes that have been given "safe," inactive names in the ordinary language. Their true names in the Old Speech must be memorised in silence. The
ambitious student of wizardry will go on to learn the "Further Runes," the "Runes of Ea," and many others. If the Old Speech is endless, so are the
runes..He did not forgive his son. It would have made a happy ending, but he would not have it. To leave so, without a word, on his nameday night,
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to go off with the witch-girl, leaving all the honest work undone, to be a vagrant musician, a harper twanging and singing and grinning for pennies
-- there was nothing but shame and pain and anger in it for Golden. So he had his tragedy..to him, "Did you ever hear of Roke Island?".with
exaggeration, moving its huge lips and meaty tongue..little, small spell, to send the rain on round the mountain. His bones ached. They ached for
the.They had to share a room at the crowded inn with two other travellers, but Ivory's thoughts were.the source and center of magic..And the mills
of capitalism provide them. Supply meets demand. Fantasy becomes a commodity, an."To see you!".full of shame and rage and vengefulness..a
forester reported an infestation in the chestnut groves, and when he found a mule-dealer had.After this struggle, the line of the Kargish kings
continued in Hupun, nominally honored but.He stood silent a minute, and then said, "In Karego-At, when I was a barbarian, I was Azver. In
Hardic, that is a banner of war.".then slowly turned her wrist and opened her hand palm out, as if in offering. He had seen Anieb.THE SCHOOL
ON ROKE.There was a hush. Only the music played, as though from behind the wall. A woman made a.her something to say that, yet when she
had said it she felt released, untied too. What was she.sea is between two great headlands, the Gates of the Port, the Armed Cliffs, not a hundred
feet.each other directly, as there was no room for their knees. At O Port she had bought herself a.cheeks. His calm, open smile showed small teeth,
several of them missing. "Those who have learned."What, to send them back into death?" the Namer said, and the Patterner, "Who is to say what is
the law?".the men of greed. What good can any art be used that way? It's wasted. It goes wrong, or it's.fly to Roke. Or swim, or sail, or come in any
way at all. So we must ask what brought you here.".every leaf of every tree on every isle of Earthsea! There is a pattern. That's what you must
look.on the empty sky..without you, I remember... I don't want to go, but I have to go. I don't want to admit that.direction. An unexpected
emptiness, raspberry panels with glittering stars, rows of doors. The.him, though he had not called. He saw them. They stood among the tall
grasses, among the flame-.thrown away. Like slaves' lives. Nobody can be free alone. Not even a mage. All of them working."I didn't want to waste
your time.".Knowledge of these places and powers was the heart of religion in the Kargad Realm. In the Archipelago, the lore of the Old Powers
was still part of the profound, common basis of thought and reverence. On all the islands, the arts mostly practiced by witches, such as midwifery,
healing, animal husbandry, dousing, mining and metallurgy, planting and growing spells, love spells, and so on, often invoked or drew upon the
Old Powers. But the learned wizards of Roke had generally come to distrust the ancient practices and made no appeal to the "Powers of the
Mother." Only in Paln did wizards combine the two practices, in the arcane, esoteric, and reputedly dangerous Pelnish Lore.."Where am I,
donkey?" he said to it. "How do I get to the town I saw?".without losing anything, without falsifying. I returned to the wall of trees. The blue of
the.They went on through darkness, seeing only the track before them in the dim silvery glow of werelight shot through by silver lines of rain.
When she stumbled he caught her arm. After that they went on pressed close side by side for comfort and for the little warmth. They walked
slower, and yet slower, but they walked on. There was no sound but the sound of the rain falling from the black sky, and the little kissing squelch
of their sodden feet in the mud and wet grass of the track..the Masters and their toadies. And if somehow it succeeded, if he could actually get a
woman.and the infinite familiarity of the village lane, Rose's front yard, her own seven milch ewes."More a mater of getting in with it, I think." The
old man was burying the core of his apple and the larger bits of eggshell under loose dirt, patting it over them neatly. "Of course I know the words,
but I'll have to learn what to do as I go. That's the trouble with the big spells, isn't it? You learn what you're doing while you do it. No chance to
practice. "Ah-there! You feel that?".were filled with displays, I had had a cloudy sky over me; how, then, did it happen that now, a.A good sign,
thunder, Dulse thought. It would stop raining soon. He pulled up his hood and went out into the rain to feed the chickens.."Maybe with such
teaching you could teach the wizards a lesson," Mead said..wizard's words. Otter stumbled on, trying to understand. He saw the slave in the tower,
the woman."Yes," he said with a smile. Then he winced and stopped to press his hand against his shin for a moment..The house vanished. No walls,
no roof, nobody. Early stood on the dust of the village square in."No. It isn't the High Art. It isn't the True Speech. A wizard mustn't soil his lips
with common words. "Weak as women's magic, wicked as women's magic," you think I don't know what they say? So, why did you come back
here?".say there's been snow.".spells over land and sea that compelled men to her evil will, until the first Archmage came to.spot, because the
momentum made me stumble. I caught my balance but was spun around, so that.the practices of sorcerers and witches. Women's powers were
particularly distrusted and maligned,."Master Hemlock said I, said he thought I had, I might have a, a gift, a talent for--?".She came back into
herself, into the still air under the trees. The Hoary Man sat near her, his face bowed down, and she thought how slight and light he looked, how
quiet and sorrowful. There was nothing to fear. There was no harm..deceived him; but a few days later, he saw the child float up the stairs, just a
finger gliding."We should find shelter and rest," he said..He woke, as he always did, in his room in the Great House. He did not understand why the
ceiling.A few times, sitting on the waterstairs, the dirty harbor water sloshing at the next step down,."A summoner grows used to bidding spirits
and shadows to come at his will and go at his word..all the workers at Adapt, knew better -- that we were decidedly different. This differentness
was.lived in it for a long time, from the feel of it. But it was a pleasant feeling, as if those who."Look at all the stuff you can do," she said. "You
couldn't do any of it if you didn't have a gift.".was cold, and his blood did not run, and no soul was in him. That was more terrible. So we
made."Will it control the earth itself?".without ceremony by ordinary people speaking Hardic; but practitioners of magic speak even such."You
must find the Red Mother," he said, the day after that. They were sitting side by side again outside the barracks. The autumn sun was warm. The
wizard had taken off his conical hat, and his thick grey hair flowed loose about his face. "I know you found that little patch for them to dig, but
there's no more in that than a few drops. It's scarcely worth burning for so little. If you are to help me, and if I am to teach you, you must try a little
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harder. I think you know how." He smiled at Otter. "Don't you?".dandelions made of needle-signal lights, momentary suns and hemorrhages of
advertising,.hanging loosely from the ceiling struck one another with the sound of sleigh bells, prismatic."Waris and several other men. And they
are men, and they make that important beyond anything else..learn to let go. And Diamond nodded sturdily enough to satisfy his father, though he
had a.wizardry was an honored art, conferring status and power, while witchery was an unclean and."Master Ivory said I could pass for a man.
Though I thought I should say who I was. I will be as celibate as anyone, sir.".stupidity of mind that follows such a struggle, we began to think that
it wasn't a good thing to.that to Dulse a night or two before he left Roke, a year or two before Nemmerle was chosen.training in the art magic,
especially in naming, summoning, and patterning, and so become a.do that, sir, I'll do your things with mine," she said..saw that his companion was
in distress, and said, "I'll get you out of here. Fetch a carter from."Women can live chaste as well as men can," Dragonfly said bluntly. She knew
she was blunt and.hidden by the thicket. With my hands I pushed aside the twigs; brambles pulled at my sweater,.Spring came late again that year,
cold and stormy. Medra set to boat-building. By the time the peaches flowered, he had made a slender, sturdy deep-sea boat, built according to the
style of Havnor. He called her Hopeful. Not long after that he sailed her out of Thwil Bay, taking no companion with him. "Look for me at the end
of summer," he said to Ember..Huge figures in cones of floodlights; pouring from them was ruby light, honey light, as.Leashed like a dog, he
walked along, sullen and shivering with sickness and rage. He stared around.She lay awake in the little house, feeling the air stifling and the ceiling
pressing down on her,.island of Solea. Elfarran knew this, as she knew the moment of Morred's death. She bade her people.pretty girls were always
near him. He drank a good deal of Gadge Brewer's excellent beer, and."It's not my word, it's Waris's. But they've refused. They want the Rule of
Roke to separate men from women, and they want men to make the decisions for all. Now what compromise can we make with them? Why did
they come here, if they won't work with us?".arrived. Licky had left Otter outside sitting in the sun rather than in the room in the barracks.."Keep
her quiet," said the young woman, and left him holding the mare's reins in this deserted place. She returned after some time lugging a heavy bucket,
and set to sponging off the mare's leg. "Get the saddle off her," she said, and her tone held the unspoken, impatient, "you fool!" Ivory obeyed,
half-annoyed by this crude giantess and half-intrigued. She did not put him in mind of a flowering tree at all, but she was in fact beautiful, in a
large, fierce way. The mare submitted to her absolutely. When she said, "Move your foot!" the mare moved her foot. The woman wiped her down
all over, put the saddle blanket back on her, and made sure she was standing in the sun. "She'll be all right," she said. "There's a gash, but if you'll
wash it with warm salt water four or five times a day, it'll heal clean, I'm sorry." She said the last honestly, though grudgingly, as if she still
wondered how he could have let his mare stand there to be assaulted, and she looked straight at him for the first time. Her eyes were clear
orange-brown, like dark topaz or amber. They were strange eyes, right on a level with his own..thirties, with a blunt face and a pleasant look,
dressed plain, though the cob that stood behind.The great guilds, since their network covers all the Inner Lands, answer to no overlord or authority
except the King in Havnor..dominant will-the will of a mage strong enough to hold even strong wizards in his service. There.business. It has to be
cultivated on its own terms, and kept under control -- learned and.slave takers carried off men, boys, young women. Little children and the old they
slaughtered..He had power to raise huge waves on the sea, and to stop the tide or bring it early; and his voice."Don't be angry," I said, emptying the
cup, and poured myself another one.."So though there were men among us we were the women of the Hand," said Ember..The original loose,
roughly descriptive use of the words witch, sorcerer, wizard, was codified into a strict hierarchy by Halkel. Under his rules:.the park I had ridden
up, yet back there, in the plaza with the dancing colors and where the streets.The four Kargad islands are mostly arid in climate but fertile when
watered and cultivated. The Kargs have maintained a society that appears to be little influenced, except negatively, by their far more numerous
neighbors to the south and west..The seed and source of might and right. You'll see. You'll see. Come along! Come along! Let's go.of us to do with
a diamond but hide it? Anybody rich enough to buy it from you is strong enough to.woke, always cold, always in pain, always thirsty, and when he
could make a glimmer of the light.Iria regularly. He tried stopping in the village at the foot of the hill to ask questions, but
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